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Dr. STOWERS said that in 1893 1 he brought before the Society a case of melanotic sarcoma of the ear in a girl, aged 11. The upper two-fifths of the cartilage were removed, and the case had gone on most satisfactorily since then, with no relapse. It was not, however, of the same type as the one under discussion. He thought there was no question as to the diagnosis in Dr. Graham Little's case.
Case for Diagnosis.
THE patient was a lad, aged 14, who had been sent to the Inoculation Department at St. Mary's Hospital, about three years ago, with a chronic ulceration of both legs below the knees. He had been under, observation and treatment for several months at a time. The ulcerations had healed and broken down again and again. For two years X-rays had been applied, but without much success. Various vaccines, prepared from organisms isolated from his own lesions, had been injected, including staphylococcus, streptococcus and coli bacillus; he had apparently made most progress with staphylococcus vaccines. At the present time the right leg was quite healed over, showing much scarring; but the left leg from knee to ankle was occupied by an infiltrated, sharply circumscribed inflammation of the skin, with oedema and several rather superficial ulcerations. Opsonic examination repeated frequently showed normal index to tubercle, and the Wassermann reaction had been consistently negative. The boy had been kept fromn school by his condition during the past three years. There was at present marked ancesthesia of the palate, and the suggestion of artificial dermatitis had been made. The patient would be adinitted to hospital and watched with that possibility kept in view.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. J. H. SEQUEIRA said that for a considerable time he had a similar case under his observation at the London Hospital. The patient was a lad about the same age as Dr. Little's patient. He was employed as a telegraph messenger. He developed, apparently as a result of a slight injury, a chronic ulceration on the leg and wrist which lasted for months. As he did not Brit. Journ. Derm., 1893, v, p. 305. Dernmatological Section 99 improve as an out-patient he was admitted into the ward and the lesions were covered with an occlusive dressing. Under this they rapidly healed, but on the boy leaving the ward they soon reappeared. This occurred twice at least. It appeared that the boy, who was earning a small wage, was by some peculiar arrangement under the Workmen's Compensation Act getting exactly the same weekly payment whether he was at work or away on account of some trouble alleged to be due to his employment.
The PRESIDENT could not help thinking that this boy under proper observation would get all right. He could hardly imagine an ordinary patient going on for so long a time. [Dr. GRAHAM LITTLE interjected that the boy was an epileptic and had taken bromides.] The President said that, of course, this complicated the situation. Bromide sometimes induced an extraordinary sensitiveness. He had a case at the present time in which the patient had developed an eruption on the leg. The patient was compelled to take bromide 'by order of the physicians, and the skin lesions were most painful. He asked whether members of the Section had noticed any difference in this respect between the effects of bromide of sodium and bromide of strontium. Physicians who were now giving bromide of strontium for preference said that it did not produce such eruption as the sodium compound. It seemned that there were differences between the various kinds of bromides in this respect, and some were supposed to be non-depressant and not to affect the skin. Dr. ARTHUR WHITFIELD suggested the use of X-rays. In one case which was sent to him by a colleague the patient, who was taking 60 gr. of bromide per day, had a severe chin eruption. There was no question but that the lumps were diminished by means of the X-rays, and the treatment cleared up the condition for several weeks. He was sorry to say that the lumps had begun to come back, but the X-rays gave at any rate temporary relief. He followed the plan, when the condition was very bad, of giving him a pastille dose.
Case of Circumscribed Symmetrical Dermatitis, "Parapsoriasis en Plaques disseminees" (Brocq). By E. G. GRAHAM LITTLE, M.D. THE patient was a motor engineer, aged about 30, in whom the disease had been present for six years. He had been kindly sent up by Dr. Findlater, of Edgware, to whom the exhibitor expressed his thanks. Patches, roughly symmetrical, of scaly, dry, red, slightly infiltrated dermatitis, ranging in size from 3 in. by 2 in. to disks of about 11 in. in diameter, were present on the upper and middle of the front of the thighs, on the hips, on the neck, on the legs, the back of the
